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Prachtice – September 1st 2030: 

A referendum is taking place in Belgium to introduce the obligation for women to veil their faces in 

public. The surveys are showing that the overwhelming majority of citizens is going to vote in favour.  

In another European metropolis terrorists repeatedly massacred passengers in the underground. Once 

again, terrorism with religious undertones the freedom of movement for people, goods and capital has 

been non-existent for several years now. The former EU Member States have once again closed their 

borders, while diplomatic conflicts between countries and between people in towns galore, especially in 

places with numerous religious groups.  



European statesmen address their nations in flaming words, but are unable to tackle the problems of 

uncontrolled migration from countries outside Europe, besides many other problems. Millions of people 

who came to Europe and didn´t find work are deeply frustrated, have no chance to compete with native 

populations, who have their roots in the country, are financially better placed, and know the reality of 

everyday hard work, which is indispensable for a good life. 

Newcomers and those who grew in Europe, together with many native residents, have no chance to find 

work, even if looking for it, as a result of automatization and robotization. The society is falling apart, 

with those that have nothing to lose radicalising themselves as a result of frustration from the lack of 

opportunities. 

Armed conflicts take place in the   border of Italy and Austria, the Czech Republic and Germany, and no 

one knows why. 

Our Chrystopher, who is 20 this year, will once again serve in the army, and together with other young 

men will be defending the Czech border with a weapon in his hand. I was proud that in 2004 my country 

– the Czech Republic -- joined the European Union, and today I am distressed seeing that we have lost 

and I guilty because my son might die as a result of the mistakes and inaction of my generation. 

We failed to maintain peace prosperity and the democratic principles transmitted to us by the previous 

generations. Woe to those that art weak in their deeds... 

I open my eyes and wake up stained with cold sweat. What is the day today? Is it reality or was it a 

dreadful dream? Thank God, just a bad dream... 

I, a 63-year old man, who has devoted his life to work for his fellow citizens – in communal politics, 

switch on the TV, make coffee for myself, my wife and my son. The daughter has lived and worked in 

Brussels for several years now. Soon we´ll be alone, me and my wife, just the two of us again, as the 

cycle of life goes. 

Passively, I watch and especially listen to the morning news on TV. 

The usual bickering of politicians adds colour to our democracy. A few years ago, however, EU Member 

States together managed to stop the uncontrolled immigration into Europe, thanks to the strong 

development programmes they agreed to implement to improve life in places from which millions of 

people fled from in order to reach the land of their dreams, dreams that were not realistic.  

In European cities, towns and villages, the central and local authorities found the way to successfully 

integrate individuals and families into their communities. It was a very demanding work for social 

workers, local politicians as well as for citizens, but thanks to the efforts of everyone, only few people 

remain unable to integrate and not becoming European citizens. The leaders and spokesmen of all 

religions lead their followers and all others, patiently and relentlessly, towards tolerance and esteem for 

freedom and respect of each other. Patiently they teach that faith helps individuals, without trying to 

steer the course of society.  

The entire European community is trying hard to cope with the impact of technological innovation on 

employment as well as to save society from falling apart. And we managed to accomplish this aim. 



The Brussels institutions have come to understand that it is not possible to centralise, unify and issue 

orders indefinitely. Many of their powers have been decentralised and handed over to the regions. 

Europe continues its way to peace, individual freedom and security for all. It has proved that it can 

defend its values resolutely, even by military actions if necessary. It is an uneasy way, immensely 

demanding for the population and difficult to engage into for politicians. Just like the time when, after 

the Second World War, the idea of a European union was first conceived and gradually came to be 

translated into reality.  

Remembering today´s bad dream I can breathe with relief. My happiness is based on deeds and the hard 

work of our generation. I can happily continue ageing with my problems, my poorer health, knowing that 

my children, my grandchildren as well as the children and grandchildren of my neighbours and fellow 

Europeans, have a real chance to live a peaceful and free life in our good old Europe. 

And this is certainly not a little achievement, don´t you think? 

 


